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represented the 'purchase price' of boundary extension in the form
of debt taken over from other local authorities. The net expenditure
on the purchase of land and on development in the Survey Area was
thus rather over £2,000,000 in sis years, giving an annual average of
£340,000. Of the net total, about one-tenth was spent on the acquisi-
tion of land and already existing buildings; about four-tenths on the
construction of new buildings; about 35 per cent, on roadworks,
sewers, and water and electricity mains; 2 J per cent, on advances to
borrowers for the purchase of houses, and the remaining 12^ per
cent, on machinery, furniture, and equipment. These figures give
some picture of the character of the final demand on economic
resources made by the public development of Oxford.
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The relative importance of the various services is shown in
Table 53. Electricity, housing, and water-supply were by far the
most expensive; education, public health, and corporation estates
account for smaller but still considerable sums. Most of the expendi-
ture can be directly rekted to the physical growth of the city. This
made necessary a new waterworks (which incidentally supplies a
considerable area outside the city boundary), and krge extensions of
water, electricity, and sewage mains; and it also accounts for much
of the heavy expenditure on housing and education, though this
ktter is perhaps affected almost as much by the shift of population
out of the centre of the city as by its actual increase. Two-thirds of
the outky on roads and lighting was the result of the building of the
northern by-pass, which had cost £292,000 to the end of 1935-6,
,and was still not quite complete. Part of this road lies outside the
^boundaries of the city, and the Oxfordshire County Council

